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Unlocking Australia’s $24b 
Digital Finance Opportunity

Digital Finance is becoming a foundational layer of the 
global financial system. Against this backdrop, Australia 
stands at a critical inflection point.

Read More

To read the full report, download it 
at DFCRC website: dfcrc.com.au/resources
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Asset Classes with the Highest Potential for 
Australian Economic Gain 

Opportunity to Accelerate Economic 
Gains by 2030

Foreign exchange
$7.2 BILLION P.A.

Other real-world assets such 
as commodities and real estate
$0.5 BILLION AND $1.5 BILLION P.A.

Investment funds 
$2.2 BILLION P.A.

Debt and equity
$2.1 BILLION AND $2.4 BILLION P.A.

On current trajectory, Digital Finance innovation only 
expected to unlock around $1 billion per year of 
economic gains by 2030.

The report shows that regulatory barriers and 
co-ordination challenges are the primary constraints.

Where Policy Support can help 
Unlock Economic Value Sooner 

Analysis identifies the following key policy priorities, based on Australian 
industry survey data and the most significant categories of economic gain.

Deploy core digital financial infrastructure 
including tokenised Government bonds 
and Central Bank Digital Currency in the 
sandbox

The data suggests these foundational 
components would enable the development 
of tokenised markets, collateralised 
lending, payments, and related services.

Evolve the licensing framework for 
tokenised financial markets and DFMI

This would complete the fourth pillar 
of a modern Digital Finance regulatory 
architecture. 

Establish a dedicated Digital Financial 
Market Infrastructure (DFMI) sandbox to 
support transitions from pilot to production

The sandbox could support the evolution of 
DFMI licensing, provide a stage-gated path 
to production for tokenised financial market 
use cases and build on Australia’s strengths 
and international best practice.

Digital Finance Innovation Enables

Better Markets
From more efficient trading, settlement and 
capital allocation.

$10 billion 
a year

Better Payments
From faster, lower cost payments, particularly 
across borders.

$8 billion 
a year

Better Assets
From enhanced asset functionality, collateral 
efficiency and automated compliance.

$6 billion 
a year

Australia’s Digital Finance Innovation 
Economic Gain Potential

Global Digital Finance Innovation 
Economic Gain Potential

$24 billion
per year (approx. 1% of GDP) + 
downstream economic effects likely 
to exceed this baseline

$4 trillion+
per year


